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ous law. My action has been based on their recommenda-
tions, only deviating in a few cases when I was convinced
injustice had been done by partiality or prejudice.

Many would be glad to dispense these promotions, but it
has been to me a labor of sadness in many respects, and,
though as glad as any one to assist in rewarding merit, yet,
when accompanied with the knowledge that a lifelong sor-
row is to be inflicted on others, necessarily, because extra
promotion cannot be made without overriding others,
some of them estimable men though not proved heroic
officers, I am grieved.

Mr. Stanbery, the new Attorney-General, took his seat
to-day in the Cabinet. He seems to have encountered no
opposition in the Senate.

Seward presented a letter which he had prepared to our
Minister to Japan. I did not like it, nor have I been favor-
able to the course which our Government and authority
have in some respects pursued towards the Japanese. We
Americans had found favor in their eyes above any Christ-
ian nation. To us they had opened ports and permitted
trade. The English and French sought the same privilege;
ultimately these countries and the Japanese became in-
volved in hostilities, and the two powers had their fleets
there. They intrigued to get us to unite with them. But
the Japanese wanted no quarrel with us. Yet Mr. Pruyn,
our then Minister, persuaded or directed Captain McDou-
gal, commanding the Jamestown, to furnish a small de-
tachment to go on board a small steamer which was char-
tered and entered, with the American flag, into the fight.
Although performing little or no service, the two powers
were delighted, extolled our men, who were mere spectators,
gave honors to our officers, who rendered no service, and
when the Japanese came to terms and agreed to pay three
millions, it was insisted the Americans, with their little
chartered steamer and with no expectation, should receive
the same as the other powers with their large fleets and
great expense. Of this money, called indemnity, three